BARN-STORMING
plain and unimportant one kept its place in calm secur-
Mr Daly had a very expensive company on his hands He had amazed other managers by his " corner " on lead* ing men. With three already in his company he had not feS-ita4teidi!-° *aw on Boston for Harry Crisp, and on Philadelphia for Mr. Louis James; and when he added such names as George Clark, Daniel Harkins George DeVere, James Lewis, William Lemoyne, William Dav-idge, A. Whiting, Owen Fawcett, George Parkes F Burnett, H. Bascombe, J. Beekman, Charles Fisher* George Gilbert, etc., one can readily understand that the salary of the men alone must have made quite an item in the week's expenses, and added to the sharp necessity of getting us to work as quickly as possible. And in actual truth the ruins of the little theatre were not yet cold when Mr. Daly had, by wire, secured a week for us, divided between Syracuse and Albany, and we were scrambling dresses together and buying new toilet articles__
rouge, powders, and pomades, and transforming ourselves into " strolling players "; though, sooth to say, there was precious little " strolling" done after we started, for we were all rushing for rooms, for food, for trains, through a blizzard that was giving us plenty of delaying snow-drifts. And while the company was cheerfully "barn-storming," Mr. Daly was doing his best to find shelter for us in New York, engaging the little one-time church on Broadway. He had painters, paper-hangers, scrub-women, upholsterers, climbing over one another in their frantic efforts to do all he desired to have done in about one-half the regulation time allowed for such work; and while they toiled day and night with much noise and great demonstration of haste, he sat statue-still in a far corner, mentally reviewing every manuscript in his possession, searching eagerly for the one that most nearly answered to the needs of the moment. Namely, a play that required a strong cast of characters (he had plenty of men and women), little preparation, and scanty scenery (since he was short of both time and money). And,